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INDIANAPOLIS (Friday, Nov. 1, 
2019/National FFA Organization) 
– Most of America’s farms are 
located in Midwestern states like 
Iowa and Kansas, but California 
is host to its fair share of farmers 
as well – including Willis Wolf, 
member of the Merced – El 
Capitan FFA Chapter. 
     For the past few years, Wolf has 
been working on his supervised 
agricultural experience (SAE), 

MCFB Hosts Agriculture Policy Tour Scores of US 
dams found 

in poor 
condition, 

endangering 
thousands 
of people: 
analysis

By Justine Coleman, 
The Hill

raising both goats and the 
hay forage to feed them. He said his 
family is not known for goats, but 
he wanted to learn how to handle 
new kinds of 
livestock. 
     “The reason why I do it is 
because the commercial goat 
industry is … a growing market,” 
Wolf said. “Each year, it keeps 
growing and growing. Not enough 
production of goats is happening. 

     Scores of dams in the U.S. are 
in poor or unsatisfactory condition, 
according to an Associated Press 
analysis of federal and state data.
     The AP found in its two-year 
investigation that 1,688 dams were 
classified as high-hazard, meaning 
their failure could result in people’s 
deaths, and that thousands of 
people are at risk.  
     The AP examined data on 
dams in 44 states and Puerto Rico, 
noting that the other states cited 
exemptions from public records 
requests or said they did not have 
the ability or authority to assess 
dams. It noted that Georgia has 
the highest number of high-hazard 
dams at more than 200.
According to the AP, the 
Association of State Dam Safety 
Officials estimated it would cost 
more than $70 billion to bring the 
dams up to acceptable levels.
     Dams can be rated 
unsatisfactory, poor, fair or 
satisfactory, but the meaning of 
these designations varies state to 
state, the AP noted, adding that 
the conditions of the dams may be 
worsened by a variety of factors 
including leaks, erosion, animal 

     On Tuesday, October 29, 
Merced County Farm Bureau 
(MCFB) played host to local city 
and county officials. Titled the 
MCFB Agriculture Policy Tour, 
approximately 13 staffers attended 
the day-long event covering various 
Merced County commodities. 
     Breanne Ramos, MCFB 
Executive Director, stated that 
the tour was designed to build 
better relationships with the staff 
members for the future. She said, 
“Our work in advocacy within the 
governmental sector cannot stop 
at the elected official level. We 
have to build better relationships 
between our organization, our 

members and local staff members 
of our governmental organizations 
to create better policy moving 
forward so both can exist in a 
healthy manner.” 
     The day started early as 
staffers loaded a bus and headed 
to Northern Merced Hulling 
Association (NMHA) in Ballico 
to speak with MCFB Director Tim 
Lohman. Lohman is the general 
manager for NMHA and informed 
the staffers of the process in hulling 
almonds and how the various 
by-products are used in other 
agriculture industries. 
     Staffers were then placed back 
on the bus to tour Pedretti Ranches 
out of El Nido. MCFB President 
Gino Pedretti III provided a tour 

of his family’s working dairy and 
cotton field. Attendees were able to 
see the milk barn, dairy calves and 
cotton picker as it worked the field. 
     In between the tour stops, guests 
heard from UCCE Farm Advisor 
– Emeritus Maxwell Norton as 
he pointed out areas of interest 
including various crops, irrigation 
practices and spoke on various 
topics related to agriculture. During 
the stops at NMHA and Pedretti 
Ranches, staffers were informed 
of the impacts to agriculture 
including labor, trade and general 
improvements that have been made 
over time for their operations.  
     Frank Quintero, Director 
of Economic Development for 
the City of Merced, told the 
Farm News, “The tour clearly 
demonstrated the importance 
agricultural has in the local 
economy.  It showed how 
agriculture bridges all industrial 
sectors.” 
     MCFB would like to thank 
everyone who participated in the 
day and a large thank you to Via 
Trailways for the donation of the 
tour bus. 
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     I hope everyone had a good 
Halloween with their family! I 
know I have a lot of fun watching 
my kids dress up in their costumes, 
even though the last 2 years at least 
one of them has been sick. It seems 
times have changed from when I 
was younger. There are now more 
Halloween events for kids, but 
less are going door to door trick 
or treating like I used to around El 
Nido. The weather has been really 
warm for November. Here’s to 
hoping our prayers are answered 
with the valley having a wet winter. 
It’s time the weather started feeling 
like fall and having some rain in the 
foothills for all the cattlemen out 
there.  
     As with every month, there is 
always some event going on at 
MCFB. One of the biggest events 
we do every year is our FARM2U 
Day. This year’s event was held 
on October 10th. FARM2U Day 
is where MCFB invites all 3rd 
graders in Merced County to 
the fairgrounds to learn how ag 

products are produced and 
to introduce students to 
agriculture. Over the years 
there seems to be a disconnect 
from the general public about 
where their food comes from 

and we feel it’s important to teach 
children at a young age about how 
food is produced. This year, we had 
over 2,500 students attend from 
around the county. I feel this is 
the best event we put on all year. 
It’s great to see the smiles on kids’ 
faces when they are learning to 
rope a set of horns or taking a plant 
home for their garden. On behalf 
of the board I wanted to thank 
everyone who took the time out 
of their busy day to help with this 
event. I especially want to thank 
Bre and Lorianne for their work. 
We were short staffed during this 
event and they did an amazing job 
of planning our FARM2U Day!
     On October 29th we had another 
event take place that had been in 
the works for a while. MCFB put 
on a tour for local city and county 
employees to see the operations 
at an almond processing facility, 
a dairy operation, and toured a 
cotton field during harvest. MCFB 
was able to host 13 people from 
our local governments. The tour 
finished with a round table lunch at 
MCFB office where the participates 
were able to ask farmers from 
around the community about 
different issues they are facing. Our 
board and staff have talked about 
doing this event for awhile and I 
am pleased to see it finally happen. 
I feel MCFB has done a good job 
of building relationships with local 
governments over the years. We 

     Years ago, this was the time of 
the year growers could begin to 
slow down, take in the holidays 
and make plans for the next year. 
It’s nothing new to our livestock 
producers, but our other crops 
are now coming into a year-long 
production cycle as California 
is now able to produce almost 
anything and everything the 
consumer wants. Even if you have 
downtime from field work, there is 
always a fresh stack of paperwork 
requiring your attention. 
     Due to the new year 
approaching, I wanted to remind 
members of some of the upcoming 
reporting deadlines. If you have a 
vehicle enrolled in the California 
Air Resources Control Board’s 
Truck and Bus Rule, please 
remember to report you mileage 
by the end of January to remain 
complaint. If you do not, they may 
fine your operation or not allow 
you back into the program. 
     For growers within the East San 
Joaquin Water Quality Coalition, 
the deadline for reporting your 
drinking water well tests is nearing 
as you must have it submitted by 
the end of December. We have 
several certified labs that can work 
with you in completing the required 
tests. I would suggest doing this 
sooner rather than later with the 
holidays fast approaching and the 
number of growers that I assume 
still need to comply. If you’re 

a grower on our westside, and 
therefore a member of the Westside 
Coalition, I believe this regulation 
will find you in the next couple of 
years. 
     Each year we are watchful of 
projects that our local governments 
bring forward. As we begin to 
round out this year, we have 
become involved in one that will 
impact members within Los Banos. 
For years, Los Banos has discussed 
making a bypass that would reroute 
traffic off Hwy 152. This first 
became a plan about 60 years ago 
give or take as I’ve heard multiple 
start years from various individuals. 
The current proposal, Pacheco 
and Pioneer Complete Streets, are 
independent studies that are also 
being run together. 
     In review of their website, 
the city has two main goals: “1. 
Enhance Pacheco Boulevard 
using strategies that create a more 
efficient, safe and attractive street 
for people driving, walking and 
bicycling. 2. Explore the potential 
for making Pioneer Road an 
attractive boulevard providing 
a new east-west connection for 
cars and trucks that would include 
safe and comfortable facilities for 
people walking and bicycling.” 
     Pacheco Boulevard is already 
set by their boundaries and would 
not be able to expand, rather the 
city is using the study to see if they 
can build better bridges, incorporate 
sidewalks where there are none 
currently, improve pedestrian 
crossings and turning lanes and 
create some beautification projects 
that the residents would want. The 
Pioneer Road portion would be to 

SEE DIRECTOR ON PAGE 4Holt Ag Solutions at Farm2U Day
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First off, I would like to thank 
everyone for all the warm 
welcomes over my first month 
here at Merced County Farm 
Bureau. As I continue to dive into 
my various projects and attend 
events, I have realized the large 
reach Merced County Farm Bureau 
has to not only its members, but 
the surrounding community. I am 
grateful to be in a position that 
enriches the farmers, ranchers, 
FFA, 4-H, local elementary schools, 
and more. That being said, on 
November 1st the Merced County 
Farm Bureau Rooted in Agriculture 
Rewards Program application 
period opened. In an effort to 
provide agricultural education 
to all TK-6th grade students 

(including SDC and Resource), 
Merced County Farm Bureau has 
created this rewards program. 
It asks teachers to incorporate 
at least one agriculturally based 
lesson into their curriculum 
between November 1, 2019 and 
January 24, 2020. Teachers must 
submit a completed application 
by February 1, 2020 for a chance 
to win $500 for school supplies. 
The application, along with more 
information, can be found on the 
Merced County Farm Bureau 
website under the ‘Programs’ 
tab. If you know any elementary 
school teachers in Merced County, 
please remind them of this great 
opportunity. Please see Page 20 for 
the Rooted in Agriculture Rewards 
Program flyer. Have a happy 
Thanksgiving!
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may not agree on every issue, but 
these relationships are helping to 
make sure MCFB has a seat at the 
table when decisions are made. By 
being at the table we can provide a 
voice for ag on the issues at hand. 
     This is a special year for Merced 
Irrigation District as they are 
celebrating their 100th Anniversary. 
To help celebrate MID’s 
Anniversary, they teamed with the 
Merced Historical Society to have 
the history of MID on display at 
the Merced County Courthouse 
Museum. The grand opening took 
place on Nov 7th and I had the 
opportunity to congratulate MID on 

Willis Wolf and his advisor Celia 
Casso at National FFA Convention

There’s a huge void there, so the 
demand needs to be 
met.” 
     Wolf added that handling goats 
has been a wild ride. They sell for 
steady prices every year, but due to 
their natural 
rowdiness, goats are anything but 
predictable.
     “You never know [what’s 
coming],” he said. “They’re 
jumping on the fence, and it’s like, 
‘How the heck did they jump that 
5-foot-tall fence?’” 
     Wolf farms in central California, 
less than an hour’s drive from cities 
like Modesto and Fresno. He said 
the two major ways farming in 
California differs from the rest of 
the country are crop diversity and 
water shortages. 

     “You’ll be standing next to 
an almond orchard next to an 
apple orchard next to corn next to 
tomatoes,” Wolf said. “During the 
summer, everything’s irrigated. 
… There’s a huge competition for 
water between major cities and 
farmers.”
     As a current student at 
California State University, Fresno, 
Wolf said his involvement in FFA 
has kept him driven to seek new 
opportunities and spread his 
agricultural knowledge to a wider 
audience. 
     “I was motivated to better 
myself, get more roles in the 
agriculture community and spread 
the word about why farmers do 
certain things,” he said. “My 
roommate asked me questions 
all the time about agriculture. He 
always hears these things, 
especially [that] we waste too much 
water. I said, ‘Do you like to eat?’”      
     Wolf said his best advice for 
FFA members wanting to start their 
own SAE is to always ask for help, 
just like he did. 
     “Talk to your ag teachers and 
let them know you want to do 
something,” he said. “They’re 
always willing to help. … They 
have connections that they could 
help you set up.” 
 As Wolf continues to grow his goat 
farming operation, he said he hopes 
to one day see his goat meat on a 

store shelf. In the 
meantime, he gives his condolences 
to farmers in humid Midwestern 
states.
     “I visited Oklahoma to do a 
livestock training camp with a 
friend of mine,” Wolf said. “It was 
80 degrees. I was like, ‘Ah, it’s 
not that bad.’ Holy smokes, man. I 
needed to change my shirt!”
About the American Star Awards 
     Each year at the National 
FFA Convention & Expo, four 
FFA members are honored with 
American Star Awards for 
outstanding accomplishments in 
FFA and agricultural education.
     The American Star Awards, 
including American Star Farmer, 
American Star in Agribusiness, 
American Star in Agricultural 
Placement and American Star 
in Agriscience, are presented to 
FFA members who demonstrate 
outstanding agricultural skills and 
competencies through completion 
of an SAE. A required activity in 
FFA, an SAE allows students to 
learn by doing, 
by either owning or operating an 
agricultural business, working 
or serving an internship at an 
agriculture-based business, or 
conducting an agriculture-based 
scientific experiment and reporting 
results.
     Other requirements to achieve 
the award include demonstrating 

top management skills; completing 
key agricultural education, 
scholastic and leadership 
requirements; and earning an 
American FFA Degree, the 
organization’s highest level of 
student accomplishment.Sixteen 
American Star Award finalists 
from throughout the U.S. were 
nominated by a panel of judges 
who then interviewed the finalists 
during the national convention and 
expo. Four were named winners 
and received cash awards totaling 
$4,000. 
     All American Star finalists 
received a $2,000 cash award. Case 
IH, Elanco Animal Health and 
Syngenta sponsor the awards.  
     Judging occurred in Indianapolis 
during the 92nd National FFA 
Convention & Expo, Oct. 31-Nov. 
2, with the winners announced 
during an onstage ceremony on 
Friday, Nov. 1.  
     The National FFA Organization 
provides leadership, personal 
growth and career success training 
through agricultural education 
to more than 700,000 student 
members who belong to one of the 
more than 8,600 local FFA chapters 
throughout the U.S., Puerto Rico, 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The 
organization is also supported by 
more than 8 million alumni and 
supporters throughout the U.S. 

expand the road to four lanes (two 
lanes each way). In addition, they 
are asking the community members 
what else they would like to see if 
that area were to be developed (i.e. 
stop lights, turning lanes, etc). For 
those of you not familiar with the 
area, the current road is two lanes 
or one lane each way.  This would 
tie into Hwy 152 at Ward Road on 
the east and create a new road near 
Los Banos Creek. 
     In the past week, I’ve been 
able to attend multiple workshops 
on the Complete Streets Project. 
Since then, I’ve heard numerous 
questions from angry and 

concerned landowners within 
the area. Given the timing of the 
information learned by staff, we 
have not had the opportunity to 
take it to our board to determine 
their thoughts; however our staff is 
concerned as agricultural grounds 
will be encroached on in the current 
form. We will remain watchful 
of the project and will continue 
to advocate on the behalf of all 
agriculture. 
     Have a great Thanksgiving 
holiday and please let us know how 
we can better serve you! Thank you 
for all that you do and for being a 
member of MCFB! 

DIRECTOR FROM PAGE 2
behalf of MCFB. 100 years ago, it 
was directors of MCFB who helped 
form MID. Even back then farmers 
knew water was the lifeblood of 
Merced County and they believe it 
was best to keep this resource under 
local control. We are thankful for 
the foresight of these growers in 
forming MID and with the attacks 
on MID water rights, it looks like 
we might spend the next 100 years 
trying to protect our water. MCFB 
is here to help protect agriculture’s 
water rights to help preserve our 
way of life and the economic 
resources that are brought to our 
local communities. 
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Irrigation agencies propose west Side reservoir
By West Side Connect

A rendering illustrates the location of the propsed Del Puerto Canyon 
Reservoir just west of Interstate 5 and the Patterson area logistics centers.

     A storage reservoir proposed in 
Del Puerto Canyon near Patterson 
holds the promise of creating a 
more reliable water supply for 
growers served by a coalition of 
irrigation agencies.
     The idea is being championed 
by the Del Puerto Water District, 
which serves growers along the 
Interstate 5 corridor, and the 
San Joaquin River Exchange 
Contractors Water Authority, a 
group of four water agencies, 
including the Central California 
Irrigation District.
     Anthea Hansen, general 
manager of the Del Puerto district, 
and Chris White, executive director 
of the exchange contractors group, 
stressed during a press briefing 
recently that the reservoir is 
essential in providing the water 
agencies greater local control over 
their water supplies.
     While the reservoir holds many 
potential benefits, Hansen said, 
“primarily our goal here is to solve 
a storage problem. We believe that 
there is enough water available, but 
we don’t have the tools to manage 
that supply efficiently. That is what 
has brought this about.”
     Del Puerto, she added, has 
been innovative in developing 
supplemental water sources for 

its growers. One such endeavor 
involves the recycling of treated 
wastewater from the cities of 
Modesto, Turlock and Ceres for 
irrigation use in the district.
     But the ability to store and better 
manage water supplies is a crucial 
element which is currently lacking, 
she indicated. A reservoir would 
also allow greater control over the 
timing of water deliveries, and 
allow the agencies to store water 
during wet years for use during dry 
times.
     “We can provide more reliability 
to our customers so there are not 
these peaks and valleys of supply 
from year to year,” Hansen noted. 
“This helps our farmers with 
planting decisions, and with getting 
financing.”
     White emphasized that the 
reservoir would not increase 
pumping through the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta to south-of-the-
delta users.
     “This is not new water. This is 
taking water already coming south 
of the delta and managing it better,” 
he stated. “This does not affect 
delta operations. We are looking 
to manage our water supplies that 
have already been allocated in a 
way that is more protective of the 
local area.”

     Del Puerto’s annual water 
allocation is much more tenuous 
than that of the exchange 
contractors. For that reason, Hansen 
said, the district’s search for new 
supplemental water supplies will be 
ongoing.
     “We just have to have a place to 
store it,” she said.
     Ag would not be the sole 
beneficiary of a reservoir, White 
and Hansen said.
     The project would also provide 
groundwater recharge benefits, 
offer flood protection to the city 
of Patterson and help make water 
available to wildlife refuges.
     There are regional economic 
benefits as well, Hansen pointed 
out, as ag remains the lifeblood of 
valley communities.
     “If we can be more self-reliant, 
we would bring more stability to 
the jobs in these small West Side 
communities,” she stated.
     By the numbers, the proposed 
reservoir would encompass a 
surface area of 800 acres, and 
would involve a 200-foot high 
earthen dam at the mouth of the 
canyon, just west of Interstate 5, as 
well as three saddle dams. The dam 
would have a capacity of 85,000 
acre-feet of water, and would be 
connected by a pipeline to the 
Delta-Mendota Canal.
     The reservoir would not 
be conducive to on-the-water 
recreational opportunities because 
the water level would drastically 
fluctuate.
     The cost, estimated at up to 
$500 million, would be borne 

by beneficiaries of the project. 
White and Hansen said the agency 
partners are hoping to secure 
federal funding to help with a 
portion of the costs.
     A draft environmental impact 
report is expected to be published 
in December, followed by a 45-day 
comment period.
     The time line calls for 
environmental review complete by 
mid-2020, followed by design and 
acquisition of the privately-owned 
property on which the reservoir 
would be located. Construction 
could begin in 2022, with 
completion in six years.
     The project would require 
relocating a segment of Del Puerto 
Canyon Road and a Shell Oil 
pipeline.
     Hansen and White said they 
believe the reservoir project, 
which has been previously 
studied, is more palatable from an 
environmental standpoint because 
it offers off-stream storage which 
does not disrupt a river flow or 
fishery. Nor does it impact delta 
pumping, they reiterated.
     The proposal would be subject 
to approval from a host of state and 
federal agencies.
     While the project is not without 
its challenges, they said, studies to 
date have not revealed obstacles 
they consider insurmountable.
     “We haven’t seen any big issues 
that would cause us to not pursue 
this project,” White told reporters. 
“The challenges that we are finding 
through the process are things that 
we can solve.”



MERCED COUNTY FARM NEwS    SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2019 PAGE 6

Trying to find that elusive red yam
By Scott Stoddard, Farm Advisor, UC Cooperative Extension Merced County

     We all know that California is 
a state of diversity, both literally 
and figuratively.  Geology, 
people, plant life, economics, 
politics (OK, maybe were not 
very diverse when it comes to 
politics).  That propensity for 
diversity goes all the way to the 
sweetpotatoes that are grown in 
Merced County.  California is a 
big producer of sweetpotatoes 
– second in the United States with 
about 700 million pounds grown 
annually – and the main supplier 
of this important Thanksgiving 

dinner staple for the entire western 
United States and Canada.  A lot 
of sweetpotatoes are also grown 
in southern states, predominantly 
North Carolina, Mississippi, 
Arkansas, and Louisiana, but they 
grow just one type:  tan skin with 
orange.  In California, we have 5 
different market categories:  tan 
skin orange flesh, red skin orange 
flesh, white skin white flesh, purple 
skin white flesh, and purple skin 
with purple flesh.  The dominant 
variety grown here is not grown 
anywhere else, a red skin orange 

flesh cultivar called “Diane”.  
     Diane sweetpotatoes have been 
around since about 1987.  They 
were tested by my predecessor 
and emeritus farm advisor Bob 
Scheuerman.  They originated at 
the University of Maryland, and 
even though they had good yield 
and vibrant red skin, they were 
considered too long and so they 
were dropped from further trial 
work after 3 years.  Despite this, 
a couple of growers decided to 
continue to grow and test Diane 
on their own.  There was a lot of 
incentive to do so:  the red skin 
variety being used at the time 
was Garnet, a notoriously low-
yielding variety very susceptible to 
common virus diseases that infect 
sweetpotatoes.  By 1998, Diane 
had become a major variety for 
California growers.  Apparently, 
customers in southern California 
preferred the reddish tint to the skin 
over the standard tan skin varieties.  
     Thirty years for growers to 
exclusively grow only one variety 
for an annual crop is very rare.  
Sure there are other examples 
– Washington potato growers 
still grow the old Russet Burbank 
variety which is over 100 years 
old, mainly because they have to 
for McDonald’s.  All of the other 
market classes for California 
sweetpotatoes have much newer 
varieties.  It’s not that we haven’t 
tried, it’s that finding a new red 
skinned variety superior to Diane 
has been very difficult.  The 
genetics are fickle:  what looks 
good one year get tossed into the 
cull bin the next.
     At the request of growers 
wanting a high yielding, red-skin 
variety with improved shape and 
storage characteristics, advanced 
breeding lines from NCSU and 

LSU have been screened in 
commercial sweetpotato fields 
in California for these attributes.  
Since 2005, over 380 cultivar 
x year evaluations have been 
performed, with an average of 
25 entries per year.  The first 
commercial release of a red skin 
cultivar was ‘Burgundy’ in 2014, 
initially entered and evaluated as 
L-04-175.  Despite excellent flavor 
and storage characteristics, it has 
been commercially unsuccessful 
because of poor root set, skin color 
that is more maroon than red, and 
low average yields.  In 2015, L-
13-81 was screened in the advance 
line trial and has been subsequently 
tested in replicated trials in multiple 
locations in commercial fields.  
L-13-81 has good shape, very 
smooth red-purple skin color, deep 
orange flesh, and a unique “double 
skin” that reduces the appearance 
of scratches on the surface of 
the roots.  Average 2016-19 total 
marketable yields (#1’s, mediums, 
jumbos) of L-13-81 to ‘Diane’ were 
0.86 (n = 9), indicating slightly 
reduced yield potential for this 
cultivar.  Standardized tests indicate 
L-13-81 is susceptible to southern 
root knot nematode, M. incognita; 
additional storage and baking tests 
are planned.  Several other red-skin 
lines have also performed well in 
various trials, especially L-14-11, 
L-17-171, and NC13-151.  
     The development of new red 
skinned, orange flesh sweetpotato 
varieties that incorporate high yield, 
disease and nematode resistance, 
and good storage characteristics for 
California growers has been a long 
and challenging process, but we 
have made significant strides in the 
last few years.  At least 1, and as 
many as 3 new cultivars should be 
available soon.   

Red Yams
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For All Your Ag 
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Stop By One of 
Our Convenient
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•
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•
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Plants are Taking Root in the Dairy Case
By Maureen Hanson, AgWeb

     If you’re wondering why domestic 
demand for U.S. fluid milk is down, 
look no further than your grocer’s 
dairy case. 
     There, you’ll surely find traditional 
dairy products. But increasingly, the 
real thing is being crowded on the 
shelves by plant-based alternatives. 
What was once a near-sacred haven 
for real milk, butter, yogurt, ice cream 
and cheese has become a cornucopia 
of alternatives, with those same 
products mimicked by new, plant-
based offerings manufactured from 
soybeans, almonds, coconuts, oats 
and peas.
     “Growing Roots in the Dairy Aisle: 
The Rise of Plant-based Alternatives,” 
is a highly comprehensive report 
released recently by Blimling and 
Associates, a Madison, Wis.-based 
dairy brokerage and economic 
consulting firm. The report compiled 
data from a wide range of sources, 
most of which points to the same 
conclusion: real dairy products 
face a steep climb to protect market 
share and grocer shelf space, in the 
wake of an unprecedented tide of 
changing consumer preferences that 
favor plant-based alternatives.
Consider these points:

In the last decade, plant-based 
beverages have nearly doubled 
their presence in American 
households, from 16% in 2010, 
to 34% in 2018. Concurrently, 
worldwide sales of plant-based 
beverages more than doubled 
between 2009 and 2015.
According to a Nielsen 
Homescan survey, 39% of 
Americans said in 2018 that 
they are “trying to incorporate 
plant-based proteins (meat and 
dairy alternatives) into their 
diet.”
46% of Americans in a 2018 
study by Mintel research 
said they believe plant-based 
proteins are “better for you.” 
In other studies, consumers 
pointed to taste, animal welfare 
and sustainability as their 
primary motivators toward 

•

•

•

plant-based eating.
If the declining trend in 
U.S. fluid milk consumption 
continues, within another 5 
years fluid milk sales could 
drop by another 4 billion 
pounds. That’s a predicted 
decline of roughly 20% from 
2008 to 2023. In comparison, 
U.S. non-dairy milk sales 
jumped 61% in just the past 5 
years. From April 2018 to April 
2019, almond milk led the non-
dairy pack with $1.2 billion in 
sales, followed by soy milk at 
$215 million and oat milk – the 
fastest-growing fluid alternative 
– at $15 million.
Plant-based cheeses had $160 
million in sales in the same 
2018-2019 timeframe, up 
19% from the previous year. 
Similarly, plant-based yogurt 
logged $230 million in sales, up 
39% year-over-year; alternative 
ice creams sold $304 million in 
product, for an annual increase 
of 27%; and plant-based butter 
clocked in with $189 million in 
sales, up 5%.

     If all those numbers aren’t 
scary enough, the other news is 
that plants aren’t the only player 
in the alt-dairy field. Lab-grown 
dairy products quickly are gaining 
momentum and funding. This 
Forbes magazine article profiles 
Perfect Day, a California-based 
start-up working to synthetically 
replicate casein and whey proteins 
identical to those in cow’s milk. 
Theoretically, it then would 
be possible to follow the same 
manufacturing processes to create 
dairy products as today, but without 
the cows. 
     The Blimling report points 
out that from the standpoint of 
the consumer’s food dollar and 
protein intake, real dairy products 
are a runaway bargain. A serving 
of real Greek yogurt, for example, 
contains 15 grams of protein at a 
cost of 7 cents per gram. A same-
size serving of coconut-milk yogurt 

•

•

contains just 1 gram of protein, at 
a cost of $1.79 per gram. Similarly, 
an ounce of real cheddar cheese 
offers 6 grams of protein for 5 
cents per ounce, compared to 
non-dairy, “cheddar-style shreds,” 
which provide 1 gram of protein 
per ounce, at a cost of 62 cents per 
gram.
     The dairy industry’s offensive 
efforts are targeting not only 
consumers’ pocketbooks, but their 
hearts as well. The Milk Processor 
Education Program (MilkPEP) 
launched the 2019 “Milk: Love 
What’s Real” campaign, focusing 
on the many ways and places milk 
helps people celebrate what really 
matters to them.
     If the widespread belief that 
the Millennial generation craves 
“relevance” is true, that softer 
marketing approach may help 
create market-share inroads 

with this group, which is anyone 
aged 23 to 38. Still, Millennials 
currently are the main consumers 
of plant-based foods, and their 
habits are being channeled even 
more aggressively by the younger 
Generation Z, whose oldest 
members are just embarking on 
adulthood. According to a 2017 
Barclays report, “Gen Z’ers” 
consume nearly 5 times more non-
dairy milk than Millennials. 
     “Millennials will remain a key 
demographic,” stated the Blimling 
report. “But if you thought they 
were disruptive to the industry, just 
wait until Gen Z grows into their 
buying power.” 
     The full report by Blimling 
and Associates, which also 
explores data and trends related 
to alternative meat products, can 
be accessed at https://www.dairy.
com/plant-based/
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October 30, 2019 Merced Ag. Center Classroom, 2139 wardrobe Ave., Merced, CA  95341 
 time Speaker                                                                     Subject Credit 
9:00 am – 11:00 am 
wednesday 

Milford Esau 
Merced Co. Ag dept. restricted Materials Permitting 1 Hour laws & regs 

  Abraham Housini 
Merced Co. Ag dept. Headquarters Inspection 1 Hour laws & regs 

 
November 6, 2019 Merced Ag. Center Classroom, 2139 wardrobe Ave., Merced, CA  95341 
 time Speaker                                                                     Subject Credit 
9:00 am – 11:00 am 
wednesday 

Cameron Stevens 
Merced Co. Ag dept. 

ground water Protection 
Materials & Areas 1 Hour laws & regs 

  Alfonso garcia 
dPr Paraquat label Changes/tBA 1 Hour laws & regs 

 
November 13, 2019 gustine Fire Station, 682 third Street, gustine, CA  95322 
time Speaker Subject Credit 
9:00 am – 11:00 am 
wednesday 

loren lamb 
Merced Co. Ag. dept. 

Common violations during 
Inspections 1 Hour laws & regs 

 Nils Johnson 
Merced Co. Ag. dept. 

worker Health & Safety 
regulations / Paraquat  label 

Changes 
1 Hour laws & regs 

 
december 4, 2019 Merced Ag. Center Classroom, 2139 wardrobe Ave., Merced, CA  95341 
time Speaker                                                   Subject Credit 
9:00 am – 11:00 am 
wednesday 

Cody thompson 
Merced Co. Ag dept. Application Inspection 1 Hour laws & regs 

 kenneth Miyamoto 
Merced Co. Ag dept. 

Common violations & School 
Notifications 1 Hour laws & regs 

 
december 6, 2019 Merced County Spring Fairgrounds – germino Bldg, 403 F St. los Banos, CA 93635 
time Speaker Subject Credit 
9:00 am – 11:00 am 
friday 

larry lima 
Merced Co. Ag. dept. 

Bee where Program & Bee 
Checks for growers & PCB 

0.5 Hours laws & 
regs & 0.5 Hrs Other 

 Sandra Brasil 
Merced Co. Ag. dept. 

ground water Protection 
Materials & Areas 1 Hour laws & regs 

 
January 8, 2020 Merced Ag. Center Classroom, 2139 wardrobe Ave., Merced, CA  95341 
time Speaker Subject Credit 
9:00 am – 11:00 am 
wednesday CStC Metam Sodium Stewardship 2 Hours laws &  regs 

 
february 6, 2020 Merced Ag. Center Classroom, 2139 wardrobe Ave., Merced, CA  95341 
time Speaker Subject Credit 
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
Thursday Amvac Metam Sodium Stewardship 2 Hours laws & regs 

Dates, times, places, subjects, and credits are subject to change 

dEPARTMENT Of AGRICULTURE david A. Robinson 
Agricultural Commissioner 
Director of Weights and Measures 
 
2139 wardrobe Avenue 
Merced, CA  95341-6445 
Phone    (209) 385-7431 
Fax        (209) 725-3536 
www.co.merced.ca.us 
Equal Opportunity Employer 2019 fALL/wINTER MERCEd C.A.C. UPdATE CE CLASSES 

 

EPA Seeks to Speed Up Environmental Dispute Process
By Stephen Lee, Reporter, Bloomberg Environment  

     The EPA said Nov. 6 it wants 
to speed up permit disputes that go 
before its Environmental Appeals 
Board.
     The Environmental Protection 
Agency’s proposed rule is aimed 
at settling disputes faster by giving 
parties the choice of using either 
alternative dispute resolution or a 
hearing before the appeals board.
     If all parties don’t unanimously 
agree, the permit would become 
final but could still be challenged in 
federal court, EPA said.
     The EPA’s proposal would also 
eliminates the board’s authority 
to review regional permits on its 
own, without an appeal from an 
interested party. It further would 
strike a provision that lets parties 
engage in disputes by filing amicus 
briefs.
     The changes match up with 
the Trump administration’s 
broad effort to speed up 
environmental permitting, which 
the administration says will boost 
economic growth.
     “Under President Trump’s 
leadership, we have made the 
agency more accountable to the 
public and with this proposal we 
are continuing to build on that 
success,” EPA Administrator 
Andrew Wheeler said in a 
statement. “The agency now works 
more collaboratively with the states 
and tribes than it did 27 years ago 
and the EAB’s new role will reflect 
this reality.”
‘Skipping a Step’
     Environmentalists and their 
Democratic allies in Congress have 
long argued that the administration 
is trying to ram projects through 
without proper vetting, and to 
limit communities’ right to contest 
permits.
     Stan Meiburg, a former acting 
deputy EPA administrator in the 
Obama administration who now 
teaches at Wake Forest University, 
said letting parties go straight 

to judicial review “seems like 
skipping a step.”
     He also said he worried about 
a provision that sets 12-year terms 
for appeals board judges, who 
currently serve indefinite terms. 
That change could make judges 
who want to continue serving at 
EPA after their board tenures end 
“look over their shoulder more than 
they currently do,” Meiburg said.
     But Meiburg also said making 
wider use of alternative dispute 
resolution is a good idea, because 
“not everything the agency does 
is as streamlined as it could have 
been.”
     EPA’s alternative dispute 
resolution 
program has 
resolved more 
than 90% of 
cases without 
litigation, the 
agency said.
     The amicus 
brief provision 
“sounds 
like they’re 
trying to cut 
communities 
out of the 
process,” 
said a former 
EPA attorney 
who worked 
during both 
Republican and 
Democratic 
administrations 
and who spoke 
on condition of 
anonymity.
     “Trade 
associations 
would like to 
file those, too,” 
the ex-attorney 
said. “But I 
don’t know 
what benefit 
there would be 
to cutting out 

amicus briefs.”
Settle Disputes Faster
     The business community has 
long wanted to settle disputes 
faster, to give themselves more 
certainty, said Mandy Gunasekara, 
a former EPA official in the Trump 
administration.
     “You want to do it right, but at 
some point you have to be able to 
make a decision and know that that 
is the final decision and you can 
make forward,” said Gunasekara, 
now founder and president of the 
Energy 45 Fund. “When permits 
are held up, it means capital is 
being held up, and capital and 
investments will only sit so long 

before it goes somewhere else.”
     An overhaul is “definitely 
needed” because the permitting 
process is “contentious, litigious, 
and protracted,” said Diane Katz, 
senior research fellow at the 
Heritage Foundation.
     The proposal also sets out 
a process to identify which 
EAB opinions are considered 
precedential and lets the EPA 
administrator issue dispositive 
legal interpretations on any matter 
pending before the board.
     The EPA is seeking public 
comment on the proposal within 30 
days of publication in the Federal 
Register.
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State’s working landscape generates $333B in sales
By Pamela Kan-Rice, UCANR

FRESNO, Calif. — California’s 
working landscape and the 
industries associated with 
agriculture and natural resources 
contribute significantly to the 
state’s economy, according to a new 
study by the California Community 
Colleges Centers of Excellence 
for Labor Market Research, 
California Economic Summit 
and the University of California’s 
Division of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources.
     “When people think of 
California’s economy, they think 
of entertainment, information 
technology and other industries. 
They may not think of working 
landscape,” said Glenda Humiston, 
University of California vice 
president, agriculture and natural 
resources. “People may be 
surprised to learn that California’s 
working landscape accounts for 
6.4% of the state’s economy, 
supports more than 1.5 million 
jobs and generates $333 billion in 
sales.”
     Results of “California’s Working 
Landscape: A Key Contributor 
to the State’s Economic Vitality” 
were announced today (Nov. 7) 
by Humiston and Karen Ross, 
California Department of Food 
and Agriculture secretary, during 
the Ecosystem Vitality and 
Working Landscapes session at the 
California Economic Summit at 
the DoubleTree by Hilton Fresno 
Convention Center in Fresno.To 
measure the economic impact of 
the working landscape, researchers 
from the Centers of Excellence, 
California Economic Summit 
and UC Agriculture and Natural 
Resources analyzed federal data 
associated with employment, 
earnings and sales income of the 
nine segments that are essential to 
the working landscape: agricultural 
distribution, agricultural 
production, agricultural processing, 
agricultural support, fishing, 
forestry, mining, outdoor recreation 
and renewable energy.
     Their analysis of 2018 data 
from the North American Industry 
Classification System showed the 
value of the working landscape in 
California comes in ahead of the 
health care, real estate, retail and 
construction industries. The top five 

economic drivers were government 
(21.9%), manufacturing (10.2%), 
information (9.3%), professional, 
scientific and technical services 
(7.5%), and finance and insurance 
(6.4%).
     The researchers found the nearly 
70,000 businesses associated with 
the working landscape paid $85 
billion to workers in 2018 and 
generated $333 billion in sales 
income. In terms of job numbers, 
earnings, sales income and number 
of establishments, four segments 
dominate: agricultural distribution, 
agricultural production, agricultural 
processing and agricultural support.
     Agricultural production provides 
the greatest number of jobs, more 
than 325,000, and generates the 
second highest sales income, 
$61 billion in 2018. Although 
agriculture accounts for 79% of 
working landscape sales income, 
it is important to note that other 
working landscape segments are 
still sizeable when compared to the 
rest of the nation.
     Results of “California’s Working 
Landscape: A Key Contributor 
to the State’s Economic Vitality” 
were announced today (Nov. 7) 
by Humiston and Karen Ross, 
California Department of Food 
and Agriculture secretary, during 
the Ecosystem Vitality and 
Working Landscapes session at 
the California Economic Summit 
at the DoubleTree by Hilton 
Fresno Convention Center in 
Fresno.To measure the economic 
impact of the working landscape, 
researchers from the Centers of 
Excellence, California Economic 
Summit and UC Agriculture 
and Natural Resources analyzed 
federal data associated with 
employment, earnings and 
sales income of the nine 
segments that are essential to the 
working landscape: agricultural 
distribution, agricultural 
production, agricultural 
processing, agricultural support, 
fishing, forestry, mining, outdoor 
recreation and renewable energy.
     Their analysis of 2018 data 
from the North American Industry 
Classification System showed the 
value of the working landscape in 
California comes in ahead of the 
health care, real estate, retail and 

construction industries. The top five 
economic drivers were government 
(21.9%), manufacturing (10.2%), 
information (9.3%), professional, 
scientific and technical services 
(7.5%), and finance and insurance 
(6.4%).
     The researchers found the nearly 
70,000 businesses associated with 
the working landscape paid $85 
billion to workers in 2018 and 
generated $333 billion in sales 
income. In terms of job numbers, 
earnings, sales income and number 
of establishments, four segments 
dominate: agricultural distribution, 
agricultural production, agricultural 
processing and agricultural support.
     Agricultural production provides 
the greatest number of jobs, more 
than 325,000, and generates the 
second highest sales income, 
$61 billion in 2018. Although 
agriculture accounts for 79% of 
working landscape sales income, 
it is important to note that other 
working landscape segments are 
still sizeable when compared to the 
rest of the nation.
     In addition to evaluating the 
contribution of the industries to the 
state’s economy, the researchers 
measured the importance and 
impact of the nine working 
landscape segments by region. 

For example, some segments, 
although relatively small in terms 
of employment or sales income, are 
cornerstones of local economies 
and play a critical role in the 
livelihoods of communities.
     The Los Angeles/Orange 
County region, the San Francisco 
Bay Area, and San Joaquin Valley 
have the greatest concentration of 
jobs for agricultural distribution, 
agricultural processing, agricultural 
support, mining and renewable 
energy. The San Joaquin Valley 
leads in agricultural production, 
followed by the Central Coast. Los 
Angeles/Orange County has the 
most forestry, fishing and outdoor 
recreation jobs.
     This report does not include 
economic values for ecosystem 
services provided by California’s 
working landscape such as clean 
water, nutritious food and a livable 
climate, or intangible goods that 
contribute to human well-being, 
such as recreation, aesthetic 
inspiration and cultural
     To read the report “California’s 
Working Landscape: A Key 
Contributor to the State’s Economic 
Vitality,” visit http://ucanr.edu/
WorkingLandscape. A one-page 
executive summary is available at 
http://bit.ly/2WTA7Vz.

FSMA Produce Safety Training
LOCATION & DATE/TIME

Merced College-Los Banos Campus

22240 CA-152 

Los Banos, CA 93635

 

Thursday, January 9, 2020

8:00 AM – 5:00 PM

 

To Register visit:

 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/produce-safety-alliance-grower-training-registration-

70991626867

 

Co-Sponsered by: MCFB and FELS
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FFA Members Attend aMAZEing Meeting!
By Eryka Lepper, Atwater FFA

We proudly sell
products from these

brands and more!

Visit our Merced
Cardlock Location

385 S Hwy 59
Merced, CA 95341

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED

Manage your risks with crop insurance from 

American AgCredit. Rest easy, knowing that we’ll be  

there for you, no matter what tomorrow brings.

Call 800.800.4865 today or visit AgLoan.com
License No. #OD48069

A part of the Farm Credit System. Equal Opportunity Lender.

IMPORTANT  
REMINDER:

  Pasture Rangeland Forage 
insurance applications  
are due November 15, 2019

Over 250 Atwater High School 
FFA members attended the October 
FFA chapter meeting at the 
Atwater High School agriculture 
department on October 22nd 
with the 2019-2020 FFA chapter 
officers performing the official FFA 
Opening and Closing Ceremonies.

The student run meeting provided 
the students with an opportunity 
to share and discuss the recent 
calendar events and activities. 
Students were updated about the 
recent fundraisers such as the 
Take-Out BBQ, Beautification 
Day, the FFA Opening and Closing 

Ceremonies Contest, and the 
upcoming annual Greenhand/
Chapter Degree Ceremony. 
Upcoming information regarding 
the local and sectional FFA Project 
Competition taking place later next 
month.
The meeting was followed by a 
free BBQ for the students.  “It’s 
great to see the students get excited 
and involved,” said FFA Advisor 
and BBQ extraordinaire Sam 
Meredith. “I’m really proud of the 
students who have taken to become 
members of the elite Atwater FFA 
BBQ crew!”
Before the trip to Hunter Farms 
Corn Maze the chapter officers 
and meetings committee organized 
several games that the members 
could take part in. These games 
included a ski game, ring toss, 
mummy wrapping, pie eating, 

pumpkin decorating and a piñata. 
The members who attended 
enjoyed either playing games 
or cheering on their peers. FFA 
member Reagan Puthuff said, “This 
is my favorite meeting of the year 
because the games are always so 
much fun and really give members 
a chance to express themselves in a 
fun open environment.”
The highlight of the evening was 
a trip to Hunter Farms in Atwater. 
One hundred FFA members 
attended the trip in two buses.  
“The trip to Hunter Farms provided 
our students with a local activity 
that was very enjoyable for all,” 
said FFA advisor Kim Mesa.  
For more information on the 
Atwater High School Agriculture 
Department and Atwater FFA, 
please log on the website www.
AtwaterFFA.org .

Some of the one hundred Atwater High School FFA members that gathered 
at Hunter Farms for their agriculture education exhibit and show which 

included the background and history of Hunter Farms and their continued 
growth and expansion of their annual pumpkin patch operation.
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Dry, Dusty & Determined 
By Danette Toso, Executive Director, Mariposa County Farm Bureau

Merced County Farm Bureau 

Heritage Members

Platinum 
Members

Gold Members
Grimbleby Coleman CPAs

Holt Ag Solutions

Minturn Nut Company

Turlock Irrigation District

     Fall has arrived in a bit of a 
different package this year.  As the 
coffee houses advertise everything 
autumn and pumpkin spice, it’s 
hard to get into the fall spirit while 
wearing shorts and flip flops.  The 
horses and cattle are a bit confused, 
they’re coats are getting thicker 
for cooler nights but they’re over 
heated during the Indian summer 
days.  We’re all still eating dust, 
conserving water and keeping 
watch for fires here in Mariposa 
County.  
     With the continued threat of 
fires in California, I thought it 
was fitting to speak with Tony 
Toso, California Cattlemen’s 
Association’s 1st Vice President 
and member of the CCA Fire 
subcommittee about wild fire 
prevention.  It’s true, he is 
my husband, but getting an 
appointment for an interview 
was challenging to say the least.  
The following paragraphs are a 
compilation of Tony’s research and 
common sense approach to wildfire 
prevention.  
     With the spike in devastating 
wildfires throughout California 

over the past 
several years the 
finger pointing 
and blame 
assignment is 
in full swing. 
It is a multi-
faceted problem 
and one that is 
on the minds 
of many. For 
those of us 
in agriculture 
we have been 
calling for 
changes to how 
we manage 
our forests and 
public lands as 
well as stepping 

up the use of prescribed fire and 
promoting the use of grazing to 
help reduce fire fuel loads. 
     To start, as I understand it, 
there is, between the US Forest 
Service and the BLM, about 300 
grazing allotments that remain 
vacant. This is unacceptable and 
is primarily attributed to lack of 
agency funding to perform NEPA’s 
(National Environmental Policy 
Act) and grazing plans. We should 
be talking to our federal elected 
officials to urge the streamlining of 
the NEPA process, get the proper 
funding in place, possibly extend 
NEPA’s from 10 years to 15 or 
20 and provide for categorical 
exemptions for expiring allotments 
to only save the tax payer money 
but to keep the grazing allotments 
productively managed. Grazing is 
a tremendous resource for fire fuel 
load reductions on not only public 
lands, but on private lands as well 
and it comes with some great side 
benefits like carbon sequestration 
and the conversion of non-farmable 
land vegetation into nutritious 
protein. Animal agriculture 

contributes less than 2% of the 
carbon footprint in the US and the 
grazing of our livestock can help 
meet the state’s carbon foot print 
plan of treating 500,000 acres per 
year. The feds have a half million 
acre goal as well. California cattle 
producers have influence over 35 
million acres in this state and we 
can play a huge role in this vein of 
stewardship with grazing.
     Another solution to this problem 
is prescribed burning.  Cal Fire 
has been aggressively taking 
steps to get more acres blackened 
and is part of the 500,000 acres I 
mentioned about. Prescribed fire 
crews are being hired as I write and 
21 environmental scientists have 
also been hired to help streamline 
the CEQA process. Due to a lack 
of qualified burn bosses in the 
state, the department has set out 
to develop a certified burn boss 
program to help meet this need. 
The development of the classes has 
been made and the final touches 
are in place to go to the state for 
final approval. The reinvigoration 
of the old range improvement, or 
prescribed burn associations are 
popping up in areas like Humboldt 
County where they have one of the 
most progressive programs west 
of the Mississippi. Butte County 
and Santa Barbara County are 
also putting programs in place 
and my home county of Mariposa 
is working toward making this 
a reality to help mitigate against 
these catastrophic fires. 
     I wish everyone a very Happy 
Thanksgiving and as always, I 
encourage farmers, ranchers and 
conservators to invite friends, 
neighbors and family members 
to join the collective voice of the 
Farm Bureau.  Together, we can 
make our organization stronger 
than ever, one member at a time.  
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RICO, PFITZER, PIRES 
& ASSOCIATES INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. 

 

“Proudly celebrating 50 years of excellence in our industry” 
 

 

Call us today for a personalized Insurance Consultation! 
 

(800) 399-7473  |  www.rppins.com  
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BOBBY ROSA 
(209) 856-8820 

brosa@rppins.com 

JEFF WOLF 
(209) 856-8821 

jwolf@rppins.com 

LEROY ROCHA 
(209) 856-8839 

lrocha@rppins.com 

LUCIA FARAO 
(209) 856-8846 

lfarao@rppins.com 

WE SELL LAND

Jeff Stephenson
(209)777-4970

Sarah Bell
(209)769-4698

Stephanie Morgado-Lewis
(209)917-2390

DRE#'s 02021955, 01984144, 02020696

Brown marmorated stink bug spreads in 
California

By Todd Fitchette, Associate Editor, Western Farm Press
     A relatively new insect known 
to cause feeding damage in 
peaches and almonds is expanding 
its territory throughout the state, 
according to an entomologist with 
the University of California.
     Mostly seen as a nuisance pest 
throughout the United States and in 
places like downtown Sacramento, 
the Brown marmorated stink 
bug (BMSB) can cause feeding 
damage on developing fruits and 
nuts, mostly from March to July, 
leading primarily to nut drop in 
almonds from March to May, says 
UC Integrated Pest Management 
Adviser Jhalendra Rijal.
     Though the bugs can be found 
in great populations in urban and 
suburban areas, their existence is 
largely a nuisance in those cases 
since they are not harmful to 
humans or pets, though they can 

produce a malodorous chemical.
     Particularly troublesome to 
agriculture, adults and all immature 
stages, except the first instar, can 
actively feed on developing fruit, 
leading to severe damage, Rijal 
says. Because they have a wide 
plant host range, control can be 
difficult.
     The University of California 
reports that the BMSB is known 
to feed on over 100 different host 
plants in Asia, including tree 
fruit, vegetables, shade trees and 
leguminous crops. Elsewhere in 
the United States where the pest 
is well-established it is known to 
actively feed on stone fruit, lima 
beans, peppers, tomatoes, field 
corn, soybean, blueberries, grapes 
and pecans. Its wide host range 
coupled with an absence of natural 
enemies makes the pest one of 
concern throughout agricultural and 
within urban landscapes.
     Identifying the insect can be 
tricky because other stink bug 
species look similar, Rijal says. 
Adult BMSB are about one-half 
to two-thirds of an inch long, and 
unlike other stink bug species, 
have white band marking on their 
antennae and legs.

     Bugs can be collected for 
identification. Simply collect 
them in a sealed container, note 
where the insects were found, and 
deliver it to the local Cooperative 
Extension office for identification.
     Typical population spikes 
happen from summer into fall. The 
pest will infest late season hosts 
before overwintering in a variety 
of locations, including under the 
peeling bark of older or dead 
trees, or in homes. Insecticides 
can help control the pest, though 
they are largely more effective on 
overwintering generations than 
summer generations.
     First detected in Pennsylvania 
in the late 1990s, widespread 
economic loss spanning the Mid-
Atlantic states was reported in 
2010. The pest is now established 
in 16 California counties, including 
much of the northern half of 
the San Joaquin Valley. Several 
Sacramento Valley counties 
including Glenn, Butte, Sutter, 
Yolo and Sacramento also have 
established populations. Detections 
have been confirmed across 
southern California, except for 
Imperial County, where to date they 
have not been found.

DAMS FROM PAGE 1

holes, tree growth and small 
spillways not able to handle heavy 
flood from rainfall.
     More extreme rainfall due 
to climate change may also 
overwhelm dams that have not been 
modernized, the AP noted.
     Overall, the number of deaths 
from dam failures has decreased 
since the 1970s, when state 
governments improved their 
oversight, the AP reported. It also 
cited Stanford University research 
that showed  about 1,000 dams 
have collapsed in the past 40 years, 
resulting in 34 deaths. The average 
age of dams across the country is 
50 years old, the AP reported.
     The White House named an 
infrastructure week in 2017, which 
was quickly overshadowed by the 
hearing for former FBI Director 
James Comey. Attempts to refocus 
on infrastructure in the next two 
years have not produced results.
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the former Florence Cardoza of 
Merced in 1942.

After the war, and during his 
life as a sweet potato farmer, he 
served as President of the Cali-
fornia Sweet Potato Council, and 
US Sweet Potato Council, where 
he was a Director for over 20 
years.  He was the first Califor-
nia farmer to attend the National 
Sweet Potato Convention, among 
other industry firsts.  Joe ser-
ved as President of the Merced 
County Farm Bureau, and was 
on the Board of Directors of the 
Nisei Farmers League.  He for-
med the California Sweet Potato 
Growers Co-op in Livingston, 
along with several other local 
growers, which is celebrating its 
50th anniversary this year.

His interests and community 
involvement were very diverse-
from serving as a founding 
member of the Livingston Me-
dical Group, to past-President 
of Livingston Rotary, to being 

known as the “Voice of Livings-
ton.” From 1946 to 1996, he an-
nounced all the Livingston High 
School football games, lending 
his strong voice to the communi-
ty by also announcing everything 
in Livingston from parades to 
radio programs. He served on the 
Livingston Elementary School 
Board and the Merced County 
Recreation Commission for many 
years. Joe’s acting skills even 
benefited the Livingston Little 
Theater Group, where he star-
red in several productions, most 
notably as Elwood P. Dowd in 
“Harvey”.

His love of baseball began at an 
early age and became a life-long 
interest that manifested itself into 
a devotion to the sport for over 
eighty years.  He organized the 
first kid’s hardball team in Mer-
ced County in the early 50’s.  He 
was particularly fond of Ame-
rican Legion Baseball, serving 
as a coach, sponsor, announcer 

and booster for over fifty years.  
This led to his being appointed 
the third Area Commissioner 
of Baseball.  All of these years 
of being involved in baseball 
in Livingston culminated in the 
community baseball field being 
renamed the “Joe F. Alvernaz 
Baseball Field,” something he 
was so proud of.

Joe was predeceased by his 
parents, Joe and Mabel Alvernaz, 
brothers, Arthur and John Al-
vernaz, and sister, Mary Geyer.  
He was also predeceased by his 
oldest son, Joey Alvernaz, in 
1980 and by his wife of 64 years, 
Florence, in 2007.

He is survived by five children, 
Judy Blevins, James (Colette) 
Alvernaz, and Benjamin (Debbie) 
Alvernaz of Livingston; Cecelia 
(James) Simon of San Diego, and 
Susan (Randall) Wilson of Ma-
riposa, a sister, Cecelia Luker of 
Atwater, 17 grandchildren and 13 

great grandchildren.
His light on earth has dimmed, 

but heaven is brighter as he has 
joined Florence, the true love of 
his life.

So long to our Dad, coach, 
neighbor and everyone’s friend.  
He will be deeply and painfully 
missed, yet celebrated, honored 
and never forgotten.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests that donations may be 
made to Grace Nursing Home in 
Livingston or to the Joe F. Al-
vernaz Memorial Fund to benefit 
youth baseball in Livingston.

Sweet Potato Joe was the 
Farm Bureau President from 
1983-1986 and hired long-time 
staff member Lorraine Passa-
dori when she showed up in her 
clown costume for the interview. 
Agriculture lost a strong advo-
cate that will truly be missed. We 
will continue to keep his family 
in our thoughts and prayers.

Sweet Potato Joe from page 1

Pazin & Myers, Inc.
129 West 15th Street
Merced, Ca  95340

Serving Merced and Mariposa Coun-
ties for over 35 years!

(209)725-2050

Meeting all of your residential, 
farming, commercial, and retail needs...

GASOLINE - DIESEL - QUALITY LUBRICANTS

Merced FFA Hosts A Fall Festival For The 
Community

By Roxy Foroutan, Merced FFA Reporter

     On October 23 2019, the 
Merced FFA Chapter held another 
successful Fall Festival. Being 
one of our biggest community 
events of the year, our purpose 
was to make this an event for all 
students, families, and friends in 
the community to attend. The Ag 
Leadership class with the help of 

Merced High’s leadership class, we 
were able to pull together a variety 
of booths, games, as well as a 
haunted house for people to enjoy. 
All of our students put in weeks 
of planning and work to make this 
event possible, and we could not 
have asked for a better turnout. 
We had over 1,000 students and 

community members attend Fall 
Festival. This event was opened 
up to all the clubs and sports teams 
on campus, allowing them to host 
a booth with a game, and even 
participate in a booth decorating 
contest, which had a prize of $100! 
Our chapter goal behind this event 
was not only to push our name 
out into the community, but also 
to provide an event where other 
campus clubs and community 
members could be incorporated. 
     We even hosted a Halloween 
contest where everyone was 
encouraged to dress in their best 
Halloween costume! We were 
excited to have people of all ages 
get involved. Our haunted house 
was by far the headlining activities 
at Fall festival, a large portion of 
Merced FFA’s Ag leadership class 
worked hard on decorations, set 
up, and scaring those who went 
through it! Anyone who attended 
Fall Festival was able to take a 
walk through a glow in the dark 

circus and get scared by clowns and 
other circus characters, played by 
our FFA members. 
     For younger kids, and people 
who were not interested in the 
haunted house, different clubs such 
as Merced High ASB leadership, 
Key Club, Positive Paws, FBLA, 
FCCLA, Art club and many 
others set up booths with games 
or activities to win free candy. 
Even sports teams such as girls 
basketball and cheer participated 
in the event, having booths with 
games, and food like Rita’s Italian 
Ice truck. Thank you to all the clubs 
and sports that participated in our 
booth decorating contest and helped 
us make this a successful event! We 
hope to see you all next year for our 
annual Fall Festival!
     Please visit www.MercedFFA.
org  for more information and 
to stay up to date on what is 
happening at Merced High School 
FFA!  

Merced FFA Fall Festival
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working for you, Meet CFBF: Jim Houston  
By Anna Genasci, Farm News Editor, Stanislaus County Farm Bureau

Jim Houston, CFBF Administrator, said he gladly joined CFBF because, 
“there is no better job, and we have the greatest ability to enact change 

here.” Jim is pictured here with his dog, Cody. 

      Next up in our series of meeting 
California Farm Bureau (CFBF) 
staff and leadership, is Jim Houston, 
CFBF Administrator. Jim joined the 
Farm Bureau team and became the 
Administrator in April 2019. When 
I asked Jim, what is it that you do, 
he replied with a smile, “a little bit 
of everything.” “Farm Bureau has 
been dedicated to the betterment of 
farmers and ranchers for over 100 
years, I work on everything from 
governmental affairs, regulations, 
bills, strategic priorities and setting 

a vision and a plan for the future,” 
said Jim. As he described, “its kind 
of like being in a batter’s box and 
trying to properly prepare for the 
next pitch,” did I mention Jim is a 
baseball fan? 
     Jim came to CFBF this 
past spring with an impressive 
background. He served at the 
California Department of Food and 
Agriculture as deputy secretary for 
legislation and public engagement, 
then as department undersecretary. 
Jim said he gladly joined CFBF 

because, “there is no better job, and 
we have the greatest ability to enact 
change here.”
     Jim and I chatted about the 
recently vetoed SB 1. Had SB 
1 passed, any opportunities for 
voluntary settlement agreements 
would have disappeared into a 
sea of extended litigation. “The 
water rally was huge. We had 
representation from the entire 
agriculture community engage 
with the Governor’s office in a 
productive, calm, and passionate 

way,” said Jim. “We 
need to stay the course, 
the results are not always 
immediate, but the rally 
made an impact.”  
     CFBF just finished 
settling into their new 
building, I asked Jim 
what other changes 
will members see in the 
upcoming year. “Get 
ready, we are making big 
changes,” said Jim. One 
notable change is new 
hire, Melanie Duval, 
the Director of Member 
Advocacy. “We want 
to be more thoughtful 
about reaching out to 
members, providing 
better customer service 
to our counties through 

CFBF just finished settling into their new building, I asked Jim what 
other changes will members see in the upcoming year. “Get ready, we are 

making big changes,” said Jim. 

our portal and be more present at 
the counties,” said Jim. Mark your 
calendars now, January 31, 2020; 
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau 
is hosting a Roadshow, where we 
will hear directly from CFBF and 
American Farm Bureau. 
     I asked Jim, what do you like 
most about your job.  He replied, 
without hesitation, “the farmers and 
ranchers; I love talking with them, 
learning their story, I feel honored 
to served them.”
     Jim mentioned the current 
political atmosphere “seems like we 
have a lot more rockets coming over 
the fence lately.” So how can Farm 
Bureau members get involved? 
Jim’s call to action, “get engaged.” 
Members can sign up for Farm 
Team, a tool that makes contacting 
your representative about pressing 
issues as simple a click. To join 
visit, https://www.cfbf.com/farm-
team/ 
     Jim grew up in Clovis, “I was a 
military kid, I learned hard work, 
sacrifice and a sense of duty,” 
not unlike the values we find in 
agriculture. Jim is married to Kara, 
his wife of 14 years, and had two 
children, Maggie and James. When 
not at work, Jim spend his time 
taxiing kids to soccer, going to 
church, reading and watching the 
Dodgers. 
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directory, 
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Mariposa County 

Farm Bureau 
at 742-5875.
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Mariposa County Business Member Directory
SUPPORT FARM BUREAU BUSINESS MEMBERS

AGRICULTURAL SUPPLIES
gAllAwAy FEEd ANd SUPPly
374-3331
MArIPOSA FEEd & SUPPly
966-3326
BOOtJACk EqUIPMENt rENtAl & FEEd
966-3545

ASSOCIATIONS
35-A dIStrICt AgrICUltUrE ASSN. 
966-2432
MArIPOSA CHAMBEr OF COMMErCE 
966-2456
MArIPOSA COUNty FArM AdvISOr 
966-2417
MArIPOSA COUNty FArM BUrEAU
742-5875

CONSTRUCTION
BUCkS CONStrUCtION 
878-3702
tOBEy gUENtHArt CONStrUCtION
374-3334

fINANCIAL SERVICES 
INtEr-COUNty tItlE COMPANy
966-3653
yOSEMItE BANk
966-5444

hARdwARE STORES
COASt HArdwArd
966-2527
FOStEr ACE HArdwArE 
966-2692

MEdICAL 
MArIPOSA PHySICAl tHErAPy
742-7242

MISCELLANEOUS
AllISON SIErrA INC
966-4082
HAPPy BUrgEr dINEr 
966-2719
MArIPOSA FrIENdS OF tHE 
FAIrgrOUNdS FOUNdAtION
 742-4680
HUgH A. yAMSHON rANCH

MArIPOSA gUN wOrkS
742-5444
MINErS rOAdHOUSE 140
966-2444
PONy EXPrESSO
966-5053

REAL ESTATE
CAtHEy’S vAllEy rEAl EStAtE
742-2121

SERVICES
CHASES FOOtHIll PEtrOlEUM
966-3314
EdwArdS lIEN & tOSO Ag 
APPrAISErS 
634-9484
PAlMEr trACtOr
374-3470
rANCH FENCE, INC. 
966-5914
vAllEy PACIFIC PEtrOlEUM
948-9412
yOSEMItE glASS & wINdOw INC. 
966-3292

wINERIES
MOUNt BUllION vINEyArd
377-8450
rAUCH rANCH vINEyArd & wINEry 
742-7162

Voted The Best by Farmers Like You

AGRIBUSINESS   |   CROP   |   WORKERS’ COMP

Winton-Ireland, Strom & Green Insurance Agency is an equal opportunity provider.Winton-Ireland, Strom & Green 

JEFF PETERSEN
o: 209-667-0995
c: 209-996-7115
e: jpetersen@wisg.com
lic: #0596517

N

Thank
You

for providing
transportation for

the MCFB Ag 
Policy Tour



Merced County Business Member Directory
SUPPORT FARM BUREAU BUSINESS MEMBERS

AUTOMOTIVE DEALERS
SANTOS FORD
826-4921

REPAIRS & SERVICES
AC KING
722-3552
ATWATER TIRE
358-6475
ATWATER RADIATOR & MUFFLER INC
358-2638
CAR PLUS
722-3552
FREITAS AUTO WRECKERS
722-7086
PRO LUBE CENTER
383-9000
SCHOETTLER TIRE
723-1823
SKY BLUE MOBILE GLASS LLC
726-4500

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTORS
ALLISON SIERRA, INC.
966-4082
CLENDENIN BROTHERS INC.
383-9367
DIAS CONSTRUCTION, INC.
634-9601
M-MIG CONSTRUCTION
631-6017
LANDSCAPE
BERGMAN LANDSCAPE
669-9138
FARM EQUIPMENT
BELKORP AG LLC
722-8031
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
862-3760
HOLT AG SOLUTIONS
723-2021
J M EQUIPMENT CO INC .
386-1797
KIRBY MANUFACTURING
723-0778
LAIRD MFG LLC
722-4145
N&S TRACTOR
383-5888

REAL ESTATE
FLANAGAN REALTY
723-4337 (MERCED)
559-665-1313 (CHOWCHILLA)
SARAH BELL, PROPERTY TEAM
769-4698
TONI MARQUES, CENTRY 21 M&M ASSO-
CIATES
489-0650
DICK TEMPLETON, COLDWELL BANKER
761-4441
RON SCANLON, COLDWELL BANKER
676-1666
RUCKER REAL ESTATE
722-6532
VALLEY REAL ESTATE SALES, INC
854-1000
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FARM SERVICES
GENERAL

A-BAR AG ENTERPRISES
826-2636
BRIGHTS NURSERY
389-4511
CADDYSHACK RODENT SERVICE LLC
(559) 363-3315
CAL AG SAFTEY
351-0321
CAL CORN GROWERS INC
(559) 665-5775
CAL PRO FARM LABOR
635-5909
CHIPPONERI ELECTRIC
634-4616
CHOZEN FEW RANCHES
585-8633
DAIRY LOGIC
777-7747
DUTCH DOOR DAIRY
648-2166 
FARM MANAGEMENT INC.
667-1011
GUERRERO FARM LABOR
492-0408
HORIZON FARMS, INC.
383-5225
J & F FERTILIZER
854-6325
LA FOLLETTE ENTERPRISES, INC.
632-1385
MACHADO FEED COMPANY
658-5943
MARCIEL & CO
777-0911
MID VALLEY AG SERVICE
394-7981
MODERN DAIRY
722-7452
MODESTO DAIRY SUPPLY
669-6200
PIERRE PERRET FARMING
769-0057
POLLINATION CONNECTION
877-970-BEES (2337)
SILVA & SONS CUSTOM SPREADING
667-2566
SILVA’S HAY SOURCE
777-7440

FOOD PROCESSING
A V THOMAS PRODUCE
394-7514
DOLE PACKAGED FROZEN FOODS
358-5643
MINTURN HULLER COOP INC.
(559) 665-1185
PARREIRA ALMOND PROCESSING CO.
826-1262
SENSIENT NATURAL INGREDIENTS
800-558-9892
YOSEMITE FARMS
383-3411

LIVESTOCK SERVICES
NEWMAN STOCKYARDS
862-4500
NICHOLAS CALF RANCH
725-8253

HARVESTING & HAULING
BERTUCCIO HAY
761-6247
CASTILLO BROTHERS TRUCKING
392-3817
DIAMOND J FARMS
564-0870
MINTURN HULLER CO-OP
(559) 665-1185
NORTHERN MERCED HULLING
667-2308
WALLACE & SON
382-0131

IRRIGATION, wELLS, & SEPTIC
ALLISON SIERRA, INC.
966-4082
AGRI VALLEY IRRIGATION
384-8494
DICKEY’S PUMP SERVICE
394-3112
FRASIER IRRIGATION COMPANY
387-4202
PRECISION AQUA
756-2025
QUALITY WELL DRILLERS
357-0675
RAIN FOR RENT/WESTSIDE PUMP
(559) 693-4135
ROBAL INC.
826-4540
SAN LUIS PUMP COMPANY
383-0464
SHANNON PUMP COMPANY
723-3904

INSECT & wEED CONTROL
AGRECOM
678-1429
ENVIRONMENTAL SPRAYING SERVICE
667-1038
MALM AG PEST MANAGEMENT
392-6905
MERCED CO MOSQUITO ABATEMENT DIST
722-1527
STAR CREEK LAND STEWARDS
704-1790

FARM SUPPLIES
AG FLAG
357-3424
CAL FARM SERVICE
358-1554
KELLOGGS SUPPLY
722-1501
LIVINGSTON TRUE VALUE HARDWARE &
FARM SUPPLIES
MODESTO DAIRY SUPPLY
669-6200
STANISLAUS FARM SUPPLY
723-0704

FUEL SERVICES 
W H BRESHEARS INC
522-7291
WESTERN STATES PETROLEUM ASSOCIATION
661-321-0884
VALLEY PACIFIC PETROLEUM
948-9412
VAN DE POL PETROLEUM
667-0236
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Merced County Business Member Directory
SUPPORT FARM BUREAU BUSINESS MEMBERS

To be included in This business direcTory, join The Merced counTy FarM bureau.  call denelle aT 723-3001. 

 INSURANCE
BARLOCKER INSURANCE
383-0220
FLUETSCH & BUSBY INSURANCE
722-1541
DIANE NORTON INSURANCE
357-3626
RICO, PFITZER, PIRES AND ASSOCIATES
854-2000
WALTER MORTENSEN INSURANCE
353-2700
WESTERN VALLEY INSURANCE
826-5667
WINTON IRELAND INSURANCE
394-7925

FINANCIAL SERVICES
ALICE B. CONTRERAS CPA
722-6778
AMERICAN AG CREDIT
384-1050/826-0320
CENTRAL VALLEY COMMUNITY BANK
725-2820
FARMERS & MERCHANT BANK
626-4100
GRIMBLEBY COLEMAN CPAS
527-4220
TRANS COUNTY TITLE COMPANY
383-4660
YOSEMITE FARM CREDIT
383-1116

GROUPS & ORGANIZATIONS
BLUE DIAMOND GROWERS
559-474-2996
CALIFORNIA SWEET POTATO GROWERS
394-7935
CALIFORNIA WOMEN FOR AGRICUL-
TURE
723-5878
CENTRAL CA IRRIGATION DIST.
826-1421
CORTEZ GROWERS ASSOCIATION
632-3118
DOS PALOS COOP GIN
387-4151
FARMERS RICE COOPERATIVE
(916) 923-5100
GUSTINE DRAINAGE DISTRICT
854-6782
HILLTOP RANCH INC
874-1875
LIVINGSTON FARMERS ASSOC
394-7941
MERCED BOOSTERS 
761-0815
MERCED IRRIGATION DISTRICT
722-5761
TURLOCK IRRIGATION DISTRICT
883-8205
MERCED COLLEGE AG DIVISION
384-6250

SOLAR
COLDWELL SOLAR
259-9260

MISCELLANEOUS
AMARANTS PROPANE SERVICE
358-2257
BERLINER COHEN LLP
385-0700
CALIFORNIA FARMLAND TRUST 
916-544-2712
EAC ENGINEERING INC
664-1067
HAT SOURCE
357-3424
MERCED COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
722-1506
P. B. IYER M.D.
854-1120
QUEEN ANNE’S GARDEN NURSERY
358-3875
SANTA FE PET HOSPITAL
383-5050
UNWIRED BROADBAND
(559) 336-4157

Disaster Information
The following information is provided by Nationwide, the #1 

farm and ranch insurer in the U.S.*

Nationwide offers the following 
tips for homeowners to help protect 
from contractor/repair fraud: 

Request an itemized written 
estimate for any proposed work 
from contractors. 
Be wary of estimates that 
seem wholly unreasonable. 
Nationwide will provide 
compensation for reasonable 
estimates for the correct method 
of repair. Policyholders can call 
and ask us about an estimate. 
Beware of profiteers and 
fraudulent contractors. Contact 
your local Better Business 
Bureau or the California 
Department of Insurance if 

•

•

•

you have any concerns with a 
contractor you decide to use for 
repairs.   
Avoid paying any upfront fees 
and be wary of cash deposits. 
One common scam is to show 
up with equipment to perform 
the work, promise to return in 
a few hours and never come 
back. 
It is always a good idea to take 
pictures of any damage before 
repairs begin. 
If you have any questions, call 
the Nationwide claims hotline 
at 1-800-421-3535 or your local 
agent immediately.

•

•

•

high school seniors: 
the 2020 mc�b scholarship

application deadline is 
Friday, December 13th, 2019 

by 4 p.m. 
Applications can be found on

our website at
www.mercedfarmbureau.org

if you have any �uestions,
please contact the o��ice at

209-723-3001

Scholarships
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MCFB FARM  AND  
RANCH CONNECTION
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Shannon Pump Co.
Call 

723-3904
CHILDS AVENUE

GERARD AVENUE

MISSION AVENUE
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 59Stanislaus Farm 

Supply

723-0704

Merced County 
Farm Bureau723-3001

Agri-Valley Irrigation Inc.384-8494

KellogsSupply722-1501

Kirby 
Manufacturing

723-0778

Serving Stanislaus & 
Merced Counties

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Since 1986
•State of the Art Equipment

•80’ Truck Scale
•Maximized Returns

•Owner Operated

New for 2012
•Inshell line complete with 

Satake color sorter
•High Capacity dryer for bin 

or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal 
209-628-1008

Office 
209-356-0210

Valley Pacific 

Petroleum 

948-9412

We carry RedDOT & DTAC
Fully stocked parts department 

Hoses built on site 

AC King
a division of 

RedDOT DTAC

209-722-3558
You Call   We Come! . . . 

Serving your Agricultural, Trucking,
Automotive, and Heavy Duty needs

 

Fuels | Lubricants | Renewable Diesel 
Industrial Fluids | Diesel Exhaust Fluid 

209.667.0236    |   vandepol.us 

More than a distributor of fuel & lubricants,  
we’re your strategic partner - delivering  
great service, rooted in family values. 



AND
STEEL

DISTRIBUTOR OF:
CULVERT•ANGLE•CHANNEL
FLATS•PIPE•PLATE•SHEETS•ROOFING•
CONCRETE REINFORCING BAR•
SQUARE/RECTANGULAR TUBE•TOOL BAR

ACE PIPE

MCFB FARM  AND  RANCH CONNECTION

Sales & Service
 Vertical turbines Domestic pumps

   End suction booster pumps  Sewage & stormwater pumps 
Multi-stage pumps prefabricated booster systems for domestic, 
process & landscape requirements.  

Special metallurgy for all types of fluids. 
 In-house machine shop

All popular brands - HazMat 40HR Certified Techs
LICENSED, INSURED AND BONDED

SERVING THE INDUSTRY FOR OVER 
50 YEARS

(209) 723-3904

Problem
Weed

Specialist

WEED CONTROL
“We Use Environmentally Safe 

Proven Methods.”
RESIDENTIAL
   AGRICULTURAL
       COMMERCIAL
           INDUSTRIAL

Discing & Clean-up - Pre-Asphalt Application
Call Us First! 209 723-2161

est. 1973

Frasier Irrigation
Since 1962

7602 W. Azusa, Dos Palos 
209-387-4202

“We have what fits 
your needs”

Engines and Pumps
Irrigation Fittings 
Return Systems
Design & Installation
Mainline
Gaskets

Used Pipe for Sale
Drip & Micro Systems

Tape for Row Crop
Sprinkler Pipe

Gated Pipe
PVC

Specializing in:
• Agricultural Land 
• Transitional Land
• 1031 exchanges
• Cattle Ranches
• Recreational/Hunting

JIM WATSON

California’s Leading Farm & Ranch Property Specialists

jwatson@pearsonrealty.com

FOR  A FREE  CONSULTATION
PLEASE CONTACT: 

RANCH & FARM LANDS DEPARTMENT

OVER 15 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE & SERVICE

Merced Office 209.378.2300 Cell 209.349.2225

24 Years of Professionalism
WEED CONTROL

“We Use Environmentally Safe 

Problem
Weed

Specialist

RESIDENTIAL
   AGRICULTURAL
       COMMERCIAL
           INDUSTRIAL

Discing & Clean-up - Pre-Asphalt Applica-
Call Us First! 209 723-2161

est. 1973

Owner/Operators
Aaron Martella, Kevin Chiesa, Ron Martella

-Full Service Available
-From Field to Buyer

-80’ Truck Scale
-Almond Drying Available

*For Your Convenience*

2100 Geer Road, Hughson
(209) 883-4819   Fax (209) 883-0819

Towing Services
Roadside Assistance
Flat Tire Changes
Lockouts & Jumpstarts

•
•
•
•

AG
Towing 

Ray’s Gardening 
678-3189

445-8503

Fuel Transferring
Winching
Car Wreck Towing
Residential Transportation

•
•
•
•

24/7 Towing Services 

Towing Services
Roadside Assistance
Flat Tire Changes
Lockouts & Jumpstarts

•
•
•
•

AG
Towing

Ray’s Gardening 
678-3189

209-445-8503

Fuel Transferring
Winching
Car Wreck Towing
Residential Transportation

•
•
•
•

24/7 Towing Services 

Please pick an advertisement and check that all information is correct .If you would like an dif-
ferent design please provide one or inform us of the corrections you would like. 

Once you have made your decision your ad will be published in the Merced County Farm News. 
If you have any questions please contact Emily at 209-723-3001 or ecoate@mercedcountyfarm-
bureau.org 

Signature

QUALITY IN EVERY GALLON SOLD
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1938

®
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Please see application for all details and requirements 
https://www.mercedfarmbureau.org

The Rooted in Agriculture Rewards Program
asks teachers to incorporate at least one

agriculturally based lesson into their
curriculum between November 1, 2019 and
January 24, 2020 and submit a completed

application for a chance to 
win $500 for school supplies.

Merced County Farm Bureau 
103rd Annual Meeting

 
Friday, March 20, 2020

 
Merced Fairgrounds

 
No-Host Social 5:30 p.m.

Dinner & Program 6:45 p.m.
 

$50 Per Person
 

 


